WABASH RIVER HERITAGE CORRIDOR COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes — July 11, 2007
Little Italy Festival Stage, 150 Water Street, Cliton, Vermillion County, Indiana

Voting Members Present: Proxies:

Carroll County — George Mears Earnest Passwater to John Gettinger
Cass County — Mercedes Brugh Steve Luther to Penny Cox

DNR — Steve Morris

Knox County — Shane Cooper Voting Members Absent w/o Proxy:
Miami County — Ken Einselen Adams County

Parke County — Penny Cox (proxy) Allen County

Sullivan County — John Gettinger Fountain County

Tippecanoe County — Norman (Lucky) Gibson County

Neiburger Huntington County

Vermillion County — Jim McFall Jay County

Vermillion County — Diann C. Mcintosh Posey County

(alternate) Wells County

Vigo County — Keith Ruble (alternate)
Warren County — Louise Jewell

Non-Voting Members Present: Non-Voting Members Not Present
INDOT

IDEM

DNR Historic Preservation &
Archaeology

Indiana Office of Tourism
Development

Commission and DNR Staff Present: Guests:

Ron James — WRHCC Executive Director | Diana Bartlow — Parke County
Jennifer Hubbard — DNR Administration Steve Paloncy — Vermillion County
Pool Community Foundation

Nancy Dal Sasso — Little Italy Festival
Stanton Lambert — Wabash River
Enhancement Corporation

Kim Wilson — Purdue University

CALL TO ORDER
John Gettinger called the meeting to order at p:@& John asked everyone to introduce
themselves and the county or organization theyessgt.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE May 9th MEETING MINUTES
John asked for approval of the Mdy) ®ieeting minutes. Lucky Neiburger made a motion to
approve the minutes. Ken Einselen seconded thmmaind the minutes were approved.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

John Gettinger announced that Ken Einselen waseeles the President of the Banks of the
Wabash. John spoke of the success of IndianasRa&lty and of a meeting to be held later on
this month to organize another Rivers Rally to tpleee in the next two years. Mercedes Brugh
commented about the need to ask Hanover Colleparticipate in the next Rivers Rally.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (see attached)

Ron James referred to his report that was diseibutith the agenda and discussed the progress
of his actions for the last two months, includihg preparation and planning of Rivers Rally and
its success. Ron also mentioned the success addbethe Wabash in Tippecanoe County,
stating that there was an excellent turnout, aatltttere were hundreds of bags of trash, filling
two large dumpsters, collected. Ron stated thaemmwney was raised than was spent making it
possible for Banks of the Wabash to expand therprogn the future. Ron also mentioned a
successful DeTrash event that took place at CRantk in Warren County.

FINANCE REPORT (see attached)
Steve Morris of DNR distributed an end of year cassion financial report. Steve stated that
no money has been spent for the new fiscal yeastaeted on July®1

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Water Trail

Ron James announced that the bridge signs wereedrdad that the funds have been
encumbered. Ron stated he is researching invape@es best management practices for the
water trail map key. Ron noted he hopes to utizzak Walton materials, in part to entice their
Outdoor America magazine editor to publish an Ertabout the Wabash River Water Trail and
our corridor. Ron announced the Water Trail grapening in Vermillion County will be on
Labor Day at the Little Italy Festival (pendingdiization of details).

Banks of the Wabash (BOW)

Ken Einselen announced that he was elected presifléme Banks of the Wabash. He stated
that the Banks of the Wabash commission are gaitg tdistributing clean up kits for the
Detrash the Wabash. Ken announced that BOW wiiticae to organize different chapters of
BOW for each county. He stated that the newly fdfrmulti-county Towpath Trall
organization has recently signed on as a chaptBOd/. Steve Paloncy suggested the
community foundations as a good starting poinoiganizing county chapters. Steve Morris
commented that the latest BOW newsletter was vwgledand truly reflected the new corridor
wide focus for Banks of the Wabash.

Legislative
Lucky Neiburger stated he would like to start origang well in advance of the next legislative
session. After some discussion, Lucky suggestedibg more ideas to the next meeting.

Wabash and Erie Canal Towpath Trail

Stan Lamberteported the group was putting together an orgéiza structure and setting a
course of action. Stan talked about a proposddnreoakbook project that would provide a very
detailed mile by mile description of the Towpatlail.r Stan suggested the WRHCC might be
able to provide assistance on this project. Romedahought a tremendous of amount of man
hours would be involved and would take up all af fine unless more volunteers are found.

Stan Lambert introduced Kim Wilson to detail a parship with Purdue University to study the
River. The project is called Living Laboratories the Wabash. As part of the project two water
guality monitoring stations will be added sometim&eptember. Kim requested a letter of
support from the commission for a 319 grant appbecefor the project. Lucky Neiburger made

a motion to write a letter of support. Ken Einsedeconded the motion and it was approved.



Upper Wabash River Basin Commission

Ron James stated that he has obtained proposédtenages to the 319 water quality
management plan and that the plan should be impleddy August of 2010. Ron has a CD of
the plan available.

OLD BUSINESS

Riverfest

Lucky Neiburger reported Riverfest made a succéssfusition from dragon boats to voyaguer
canoes. However, there was not as much advertisidgttendance was down. The WRHCC
had an exhibit booth present during the event thiéhhelp of Don & Louise Jewell.

River Odyssey

Ron James stated that this was the last commigssg&ting before the auction of the paintings in
Carmel in late August. Ron suggested each couatywant to consider the opportunity to
acquire a painting from along their section of rivRon also reminded commissioners that a
percent of the auction proceeds will be donatdslaioks of the Wabash. Ron announced that
Banks of the Wabash had selected the paintersdzadie and Jim Faulkner, as recipients of an
education award that will be presented to thenmrpaahe auction.

W.R.H.C. Community & River Road sign
The Community and River Road signs have been edDNR purchasing for the bid process.

National River Rally

Louise Jewell reported the National River Rally wasy informative and well worth her
attendance. Louise moved to send the executieetdirand one other commission member to
the National River Rally every year. Lucky Neibergeconded the motion and it carried.

Indiana Rivers Rally
All of the commissioners attending the Indiana Rsveally reported that it was a great success.

Video Travelogue

Ron James stated that he hasn't received any thensésries from any of the commissioners.
He stressed that he needed at least two or thraetesi about the sites of the Wabash in each
county. Ken Einselen was nominated as chairmdheoftommittee and Keith Ruble and Shane
Cooper volunteered to help.

Mid America Trails

Steve Morris stated that he was unable to partieipa the last conference call, but assured the
commission that the planning for this was movimgtialong. The commission’s $1000
sponsorship was submitted and Steve and Ron araiptato attend.

Budget and revisions
There was no discussion.

Session with Director Carter

John Gettinger, Lucky Neiburger and Ron James tegan the recent meeting with DNR
Director, Rob Carter. Topics discussed includetentrail boating camps and access sites, land
based trail connections to DNR properties, andrggtion-voting commission members more
actively involved with the commission. Securingding for the commission was a major topic.



This included asking Director Carter to help witkiri able to receive royalties from the
extraction of oil and gas under the navigable swarindiana, including the Wabash River.

NEW BUSINESS

Oil and Gas Royalties

Louise Jewell made a motion for the Commissiorpiarave the investment of oil & gas
royalties, arising from leases of the areas untenavigable waterways of Indiana, directly into
the Wabash River Heritage Corridor Fund, especththge arising from ground under the
Wabash River. A change in Indiana Code, which ailyeattributes these proceeds to the
General Fund (unlike proceeds from under otheesiamned real estate), will need to be
pursued. Both Herschel McDivitt & Rob Carter weeparted as having no objection to this
change (per conversations with Ron J.) MercedegiBseconded the motion; approved.

Banks of the Wabash Mini-Grants program
Ron James stated that the deadline is on Octdbeith a maximum of five hundred dollars and
a minimum of one hundred dollars. The project &thde completed by AprilL

State Fair Attendance
Ron James stated that the Wabash Heritage Cowitldrave a booth at the State Fair for Visit
Indiana Day on August 17, 2007.

Paddlefest Attendance

Ron James asked the commissioners to sign up tuti&fast at New Harmony. Louise Jewell
made a motion for the commission to pay for comimsmembers’ Paddlefest registrations if
members wear their blue shirts to the event. Gebtgars seconded the motion and it carried.

Lafayette Office

Lucky Neiburger made a motion to allow Hoosier Eammental Council to share the
commission office space in Lafayette. Louise Jesedonded the motion and it carried. Norm
N. will follow-up and pursue permission from thadord.

Status ofReflections

Ron James stated that he hasn't received anyeatisave the one from Gibson County/ Sherrill
Marginett, as requested from selected commissiokEr®pened the request up to any county or
commissioner for appropriate articles.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Mercedes Brugh announced that Logansport was etei$150,000 Recreational Trail
Program grant award.

George Mears announced the Burnett Creek Archreggin project is moving along in
planning, however additional funding may be neagstsaenhance the area.

Meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

The next meeting will be held September 12, 20Gtuhe Center, Quabache Trails Park, 3500
N. Lower Fort Knox Road, Vincennes, Indiana.



